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Lear General Leper:

This will acimowledge receipt of your memerandum dated 22 Septem-

ber, 195k, forwarding the United Ctates Havsl Radiclogical Defense
laboratory propossl for a radiological survey of the atells of
Rongelap and other atells in the Marshall Islands, This proposal,
dated July 6, 1y5k, was developed prior to the July 12 and 13 meet-
ings here in Washington, at which tine the Division of Biology and
kedicine met with repregentetives of the Ammed Forces Special Weapons
Froject, Haval Radiclogical I'efenss Laboratory, Naval iedical tesearch
Institute, and the Bureau of YNedisgine and Surgery, to discuss future
studies of these atolls, both medical and rsdiological,

Since tnis weeting infurasl discussions conoeraing future plans have
been Lield betwsen the Divisicn of Blology and Hedicine, Ir, Donaldson
of the University of Washington Applied Fisheries lLaboratory, who, as
you know, has a gontianing program of study at the PFacific Prowing
Ground, and the Naval Radiological Defense Laborstory, A final dis-
cussion of the requiremsnts for the resurvey of the atolls snd the
bept utilization of the talants and manpower availeble from both
groups took place Getober 25 st Humter's Point,

Fresent werei
Ir. L. Doneldson, lniversity of Washington, Applled Fisheriss lLaboratory
Naval Radiologiesl Defanse Laborstory
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Navel Radielagicel Usfensy Laporstary (centinued)
Bio-Nedicsl [ivision
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Ire 5, He Gohn, Head, Internal Toxieity Braneh

Iire Re W. Brausr, Head, Fharmasology Bransh

Hr. K, P, Nloolson, Staff Assistent to Dicaeter

Rulaipe

Mr. V. ¥, 8aitta, Code X0

U, 5, Atomle Freigy Gewmlr fan

ir, C, L, Dunham, Deputy Diregter, Division of Bislogy and Hedisine
It was Wthntat.ukgmwoftouruimummuammld
meet on or about Lagurter & with one repressentative of Dr, Donaldson's

group, st Kwajalsin, and progesd te aske genarsl radiclegiesl resurveys
of the following atolls:

Rongelap Rikar
Hongerik Usiwik
Miingin-g

ending at Hongelap on or atout [ecember 12, whare Ir. Donsldsen, with
three others of his growp, would mest and join forees, w¥ipg a group
of nine scientists teo do an intensive survey of the ialands on the
Rongelap atell,

It was further agreed that specimens and samples would be oollected by
the joint team, sa per ths request of the Atomic Energy Commiszsion,
thess ejecd wrw to be forwardsd te the New York Operations Office and
to the University of Weshingion Applied Fisheriss Lsborstery as desipg-
nated; 1in additieon the jJoint tesn would eollest such samples as NEIL
sight require for its own purpesesy that the Atemie Energy Commission
would defray the expesnses of previding tiwm four NRDL perscnnsl for the
Joint tesm; that ONG would be requasted to provide loglastic support
far the groupy thet Dr, De~gldsgrta group be supported as in ihe past,
but thet the Atomic Energy Comdasion wes not to be asied to defray the
eost of solentific and laboratory studies which HRDL might ehocse to
pursue on material sollscted by this nyyeliticn.,
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4 new proposel based en the October 25, 195, discussioms nt
Huater's Point will soon be submitted by NkIL, superseding the

July 6, 1954, proposal, & copy of which wes ewelewed with your
mesorwwiun of Soptesber 22, 195L. It is expseted that the proposal
w11l requast the LEC Lo defrsy the sxpenres of tis studies and col-
lections in the Peeifie, fauluding four or five NALL perywvral, but
exclusive of subsequent leborstory anslywes as NRIL, The proposel
necesssrily will be conditiomed on lepiatic support from the Chief
of Kavel Cperations. It will be spprecieted if yowr office will
slaxrt the Mief of Naval Cpersticns of the gensrsl logistic require~
mant panding reoceipt of s speeifiec request.

The Ateomic Fneryy Comuissien will adviss your office of the results
of the studies and of our reay sndaticns sonserning the re-coewpation
of the affected atolle.

Sincerely yours,

Thairwan
Honorable Rerbert B, loper

Chairwan, Military Llaslson Committes
%0 the Atomis Energy Commlsgion
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